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Labour U-turn on freebies

Starmer’s top team will no longer accept donations — but new rule only applies to clothes
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Sir Keir Starmer and his top team will no
longer accept donations for clothes after
the prime minister bowed to pressure
from senior colleagues.

The prime minister's allies admitted
fast night that there was a “perception”
issue after he accepted clothing worth
£16,000 and glasses worth £2.485 paid
for by Lord Alli, a prominent Lahour
donar, Rachel Reeves, the chancellor,

Tablke talk Angela Rayner, the deputy prime minister, joined the King at Dumfries House, Ayrshire, headquarters of Charles's charity foundation, to discuss youth violence

admitted accepting £2500 in donations
for clothing that were registered as
“support” for her office. Angela Rayner,
the deputy prime minister, accepted
donations worth £3.550 from Alli that
were declared as a "donation in kind for
undertaking parliamentary duties”,
The decision. which is enly applicable
to clothing and glasses, rather than
hospitality and other similar donations,
represents a significant reversal by
Starmer on the eve of Labour’s first
conference since winning the election

SeNOsN

He had previously defended the
£100,000 he had received in donations
for clothing, gifts and hospitality,
insisting that it was all properly declared
Cabinet ministers publicly supported
him by saying that it was important that
the prime minister should look his best
on behalf of the British people.

Alli also bought dothes worth more
than £5,000 and provided a personal
shopper for Starmer’s wife, Victoria

T'he decision by Reeves and Rayner to
declare the donations as generic gifts

rather than specifically clothing is likely
toraise questions over Starmer’s promise
to lead a government of transparency.

One cabinet minister suggested that
the No 10 operation, which has been em
broiled in a briefing war this week, wasto
blame for failing to shut the row down.
“He needs people who will make sure
there’s not a distraction around this kind
of thing so he can focus on the bigissues”
the minister saild. “There was nothing
transactional about this and maybe he
Continued on page 2
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Chateau de la Gaude,
) [
hain
» The great [Sth-century artist Paul
Cemnne painted Maont St Victoire many
Smes and garing 3t R from this Rebais
& Chiteaux hutel in the besutiful
Provencal countryside just cutside Adx
en Provence. # % easy to understand wihy
Chiveay de bs Gaude & an elemntly
waverted Mh-century hathle or
@untry house dotied with artworks
and surrounded by vines — &5 stilla
working winery (wine tasting from
Elpp). There are seven kovely bedrooms
that bave retrined thedr period festurex
and ancther seven in the formes
for mbouse acroxs the courtyand phus
a comnverten] winemakers hut and a
@uple of well des gned standalone
s The spa s very smart and the
che! Matthieu Dupui Rsumal takes
Sme out from prejarsing Michelin-
starred dishves W makee tapus that
acompany wines by the glas in the
celar, which an Mandays and Thursdags
becomes abar alled LUlwene (o
druniennes )
Detads Roomranly doutses fram £295
haraudelagaude com). Fly or Lake the
Fain 1o Marseles

Maison Zugno ' W

The Jura is the birthplace of natural
wine and many of the origmal stass of

Chateau de Bagnols

Bagnols, Rhone

Beaujolais deserves more love: squeezed
i between the Rhéne and Burgundy, it is
¢ underestimated both as a wine and as a
i beautiful wine region. This I3th-century
¢ castle, with the largest gothic fireplace
¢ in France, was immaculately restored
by Helen Hamlyn, the wife of the late
publishing magnate Lord Hamlyn, to
a modern version of medieval finery.
It is now a member of the Relais &
Chateaux group and makes a great
base for exploring Beaujolais — an
adventure that can start with a hike
through the vineyards just bevond its
ramparts, There’s a fine-dining
restaurant and a café in the inner
courtyard, a spa and wine tastings (price
. on demand). The staff can organise all
¢ sorts of local tours, by car, bike or on
foot, and the delicious delights of Lyons
: are just 17 miles away.
i Detalls Room-only doubles from £284
¢ (chateaudebagnols.com/en)

: this style can be found on the wine Est 2t -

tha channing mne-room hotel whach
has 3 restourant name cledied by the
Michedin Guide Produwcs are local

(same from the kitchen ganden) plastic

: isbanned The wines come from round

the comer, e et when they come fom

I round the other corner Bungundy & 50
: mlles west Thered 3 Rrge terrice. 2

podd tennis court and spa. and an extoa

¢ bedroom in the grounds surraunded by

trees, with ©buious vews. Tadings will
start in 205

D=t Roomonty daubées wom £180
(maison- 2ugno.cominl Fly to Dijon or

: take the ¥an 1o Dole

: Le Clos du Grand Bois,
: Domaine Joseph
Lafarge |11

The Laterge family have been making
wine in Sy southem part of Burgundy

i since the 720y Their spariding is
- particukely gond. althowgeh the region

i better known for s8U whites

: Aconmmodation range from clas i

roome and Sites to borrels big enough for
afamiy — one that gets on well An
extra adv antage is that Anthony Lafirge

: saves half his wise production b sell

gty (wine tatings from £50pp). The
barrehs are the most fun even f washing

and this & Burgundy. of course, halfway

between Toumus and Macon, so there
i are restaurants svery where

Delnds Roam-only doubles from £75

(osephiatargecoml Fly or ke De train -

1o Digon

I Chiteau Lfaurie
Peyraguey Lalique.
: Bommes Gronds

Domaine de Pererti

: della Rocea

1S
The aband of Comica is famous for
beaches, mountsine and Napokeon but &

* deserves to be known for its wines too

and there can’t be many betler hases for
exploring those than 3 wine etate Ths

: one ner Figari in the south, has four
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+ acommalation, with private puok

i There are abio trevhunses overoaking

i the vines and ofive Yees The pookide

i restaurant specialie in local dihes and
| whille # too s kovely views of the vises,
¢ thereh abo the option to ext among

i them, drinking the wines within a grape’s
i theow of the fruit that smade then (tout
 wine tating and platter fom Chpp).

{ Detahs Roam-only doutSes ¥om £130

i (geperettideliarocca com) Fly or take the
¢ train © Figan

i Chatean de Pizay

: Beaujobals hus ten named crus, the

i e that make the regions most

i prestigous and deficious wines and tha
i hotel sits in the heart of Morgan, one of
i the bt known Sa in between explosing
i the gardens bad out by the Mt century
| landscape designer André Le Nétre o¢

i playing wnnis or billards or lounging in
¢ the spa or heuted ponl there & the

[ opion B visl prestiious vineyands

¢ Then again, the estate has akmaot 200

: acres of IN awn vines, phus 3 conathégae
i with things to sniff and resd a well

i tasteand tuy, a redtaurant with a good

wine ot and 3 bor Leaving the premses

i s strictly optional A &-minute towr of
i the “semxary experience” s tasting

facilities are in 2 sanitary block and
while there & no comventional

: charming sooms — straw mpshades
colourful linen. tersaces with lovely

retaurant plalters or 2 grill an be views — and theee two-hed bergarien

osdera). with excellent kical products

sheep s helters converted into peaceful

Chateau Cordeillan
Bages Pauillac, Gironde
Despite the appellation’s many
: prestigious classed growths (premier cru,
. deuxiéme cru etc), there weren't many
: tourists showing up in Pauillac until
- Jean-Michel Cazes took over the family
: estate in the early 1970s. By the time he

died in 2023, aged 88, he had renovated
the entire village of Bages. including his
chateaux Lynch-Bages and Ormes de

Pez, and founded this beautiful 28-room
Relais & Chateaux hotel, with its heated
pool, works of art and designer furniture,
The restaurant, Café Lavinal, is a few

steps away in the village, but don't let

the word café fool you: the products are
local, the dishes delicious and the wine

list runs to 1,800 top-tier bottles (wine
tastings from £6350pp).

Detalls Room-only doubles from £210
(cordeillanbages.com/en). Fly or take the :
train to Bordeaux c

i from £10ppn

i Detads Roomontly doubies vom 0143

| (chaeaspzaycomd Fly of take the tran
i lolyons

Chateau de la Gaude,

Aix en Provence, Bouches
du Rhone
» The 19th-century artist Paul
Cézanne painted Mont St Victoire many
times, and gazing at it from this Relais
& Chateaux hotel in the beautiful
Proves countryside just outside Aix
en Provence, it's easy to understand why:
Chateau de la Gaude is an elegantly
converted I8th-century bastide, or
country house. dotted with artworks
and surrounded by vines — it’s still a
working winery (wine tasting from
£21pp). There are seven lovely bedrooms
that have retained their period features,
and another seven in the former
farmhouse across the courtyard, plus
a converted winemaker’s hut and a
couple of well-designed standalone
rooms. The spa is very smart and the
chef Matthieu Dupuis Baumal takes
time out from preparing Michelin-
starred dishes to make tapas that
accompany wines by the glass in the
cellar, which on Mondays and Thursdays
becomes a bar called Llvresse (or
“drunkenness”).
Detalls Room-only doubles from £295
(chateaudelagaude.com). Fly or take the :
train to Marseilles




